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and Naples; and thence by train to Rome and onward to Paris. At Rome
the King visited the King Victor Emmanuel III. of Italy and also Pope Leo XIII.,
who was ninety-three, and died in the same year. At Paris, where he arrived
on ist May (1903), the King was greeted in public with obvious coolness. There
is said to have been some booing in the streets (it must be remembered that
Fashoda and the Boer War were still lively popular memories in Paris). Some-
one in the King's suite remarked : " The French don't like us." The King's
characteristic reply was: " Why should they ? " I By the time, however,
that the King left Paris (4th May) the social atmosphere had completely altered.
Making and receiving visits, entertaining old friends and new, delivering his
graceful, spontaneous speeches, the King impressed Paris and the French
Government with the idea of Anglo-French friendship. That the effect of the
King's visit is not merely legendary, but actually and powerfully helped to
produce the Entente Cordiale, is evidenced by the report of a Belgian diplomatist
despatched at the time to the Foreign Office at Brussels. He wrote (i3th May
1903) : " Seldom has such a complete change of attitude been seen as that
which has taken place in this country during the last fortnight towards England
and her sovereign." Count Metternich, German Ambassador at London, who
was a very well-informed and able man, reported to the Foreign Office at Berlin :
" The visit of King Edward to Paris has been a most odd affair, and, as I know
for certain, was the result of his own initiative." Metternich pointed out that
there was no reason to regard this as a step adverse to Germany. " I am con-
vinced that the English Government in the approaching reconciliation with
France desires to create no opposition to Germany. Reconciliation with an
enemy does not imply quarrelling with a third party." This wise German
diplomatist was right. The idea of an entente between Great Britain and
France did not exclude the idea of an entente between Great Britain and Germany,
though unfortunately such an entente was not achieved. The return visit of
President Loubet, who was accompanied by the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Delcasse, took place in July 1903.

After King Edward came back from Paris, the Foreign Office entered into
the long and arduous negotiations which resulted in the Franco-British Agree-
ments of 8th April 1904. There was no treaty of alliance, which is a relatively
simple affair to draft and conclude, provided that the contracting parties are
willing. The negotiation of 1903-4 was something far more complicated
than this. It meant that the* British Foreign Office and the French Ministry
of Foreign Affairs had to investigate every point at which British and French
interests seemed to conflict in Egypt, Morocco, West Africa, Indo-China, New-
foundland. Having detected all the contentious points, the two Foreign Offices
had then patiently to frame reasonable and mutually satisfactory conventions

1 Lee, op. tit. ii. p. 237.